
C ity/region: I serve in 
Jerusalem - the Holy City and 

the Jewish people’s most special and 
sacred place.

S pecial activities in my 
community: I am working to 

develop Har-El as a warm, family-style 
community that provides comfort and 
strength for its members; preserves 
moral and Jewish values in the spirit 
of our movement; and is open to all 
people. We also emphasize Jewish 
studies for adults, Bar/Bat Mitzvah 
ceremonies at the egalitarian section 
of the Western Wall, for families from 
Israel and especially from abroad; and 
interfaith activities, particularly with 
Christian groups from Germany and the 
Netherlands.

A formative event in my history: 
My visit to Har-El on Erev Rosh 

Hashanah in 1990. At the time I was a 
young woman looking for a synagogue 
to join. After the visit I started to come 
to Har-El regularly. I joined up as a 
member, learned about the identity and 
ideology of the Reform movement, and 
gradually become more and more active 
as a member. Eventually, after three 
years, I embarked on my rabbinical 
studies at Hebrew Union College in 
Jerusalem and the rest is history…

D reams for personal and 
professional future: To continue 

to enjoy my service at Kehilat Har-El 
for many more years, and to help 
ensure the community’s strength and 
future and its next generation. Har-El 
was established in 1958 and is the 
oldest Reform congregation in Israel. 
The challenge is how to ensure that it 
continues to grow and flourish over 
the coming years and further into the 
future, while maintain the community’s 
authentic character and unique style.

A  place in the world which is 
special to me: I love to travel to 

the US for CCAR conferences. I have a 
special connection with the US, since I 
was born there, as was my late father 
(in Brooklyn). Although I grew up in 
Israel, I hold American citizenship, and 
I have connections with many good 
friends there, both personal friends 

and friends of Har-El who serve as 
Reform rabbis in the US. It’s always a 
pleasure to meet with them.

U nusual experience in the 
Diaspora: I attended the URJ 

Biennial Conference in Orlando, Florida 
in November 2015. It was a special 
experience to see a large, strong, and 
joyful expression of Reform Judaism, 
full of life and renewal, singing and 
dancing in prayers, self-confident and 
powerful. The experience taught me 
about the strength of Reform Judaism 
in the US and made me feel very proud 
at my movement.

A  gift I would you like to give to 
my peers around the world: My 

gift is to make sure they know and feel 
that they have a warm home at Kehilat 
Har-El in Jerusalem, and that we will 
always be happy to welcome them.

Community Position: Rabbi of Kehilat 
 Har-El; since February 2004. 

Born: Baltimore, MD - USA, and  
raised in Israel since age one.

Ordination: Hebrew Union College,  
Jerusalem, 1999.

Contact: ravadaz@gmail.com 
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