
C ity/region: I work in Ra’anana, a 
city in the Sharon region of central 

Israel. Ra’anana was founded in 1922 
as an agricultural village, surrounded 
by orchards and fields. It was declared 
a city in 1982. Ra’anan – Beit Samueli 
Community is based on Pardes Meshutaf 
(“Shared Orchard”) Street, whose 
name refers to the orchards that 
used to flourish in the area. Today 
Ra’anana is a full-fledged city with a 
diverse population: veteran Israelis and 
immigrants who have come and continue 
to come from the US, South Africa, 
Latin America, France, and elsewhere. 
When you walk along the street you can 
hear the sounds of different languages 
mixing with Hebrew, and the same is 
true in our community.

S pecial activities in my community: 
I am a new rabbi still taking my first 

steps in the community. I’ve only been 
here for six months, and I’m still getting 
to know the different departments 
and circles within the community. It’s 
fascinating listening to the community’s 
story from different angles, opening our 
doors to new initiatives and members, 
and connecting my own dreams and 
passions to this place. I try to look 
at every event from a community 
perspective and consider how to 
bring people together and to see the 
community as a home for initiatives and 
dreams, and above all – a sanctuary for 

contemporary Israeli-Jewish spirituality. 
I am working to expand Jewish education 
in the pre-schools and to build a 
community around the pre-school 
families. Our pre-school population is 
very diverse, from Modern Orthodox 
families to completely secular ones, and 
the same is true of the staff.
The challenge is how to develop 
additional circles of partnership 
involving the parents in and around the 
pre-school, and to expand circles of 
partnership within Ra’anan Community 
as a whole.

A formative event in my history: 
From 2006 to 2009 I undertook a 

rabbinical fellowship at B’nai Jeshurun 
in New York. This period had a 
strong influence on my character as 
a rabbi and on my spiritual life. I had 
a particularly special encounter with 
Rabbi Rachel Cowan, who drew me 
closer to the field of Jewish spirituality 
through her unique personality. 
I participated in the rabbinical program 

at IJS, and this has also had a strong 
influence on my path as a rabbi.

D reams for personal and 
professional future: 

I think a lot about the importance of 
community in the modern era. My 
dreams include building a community that 
is wider than its boundaries, and that 
provides meaning and added value for its 
members and the surrounding area.

U nusual experience in the 
Diaspora: I think that my 

encounters with Diaspora Jewry over 
the years have been life-changing 
and enriching. The ability to share 
the same text and customs across 
different continents and in challenging 
environments always brings fresh and 
amazing observations. The recognition 
that people are people across the world, 
and that the need for spirituality and 
community can be found everywhere, 
adds new colors to my work as a rabbi.
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