
A collection of sources and songs for the festival 
 

 

 

 

 

Tu Bishvat (the 15h day of the month of Shvat) was established during 
Second Temple times as the dividing date for the year of tithes and 
donations for fruit. The same date was used in the observance of many of 
the special commandments concerning the Land of Israel. After the 
destruction of the Temple, the day gradually developed into one of prayers 
for the produce of fruit trees in the Land of Israel. Throughout the long 
centuries of Jewish exile, Tu Bishvat was associated with the memory of the 
Land of Israel, and a custom developed of eating dried fruit from the Land 
on this day. Following the renewal of Jewish agricultural life in the Land of 
Israel, Tu Bishvat became a key emblem for the revived attachment to the 
land in the physical sense. In 1884, settlers in Yesod Hama’ala in the Upper 
Galilee introduced a custom of planting trees on Tu Bishvat. The custom 
was adopted by the teachers’ union and soon became one of the hallmarks 
of the festival. In recent years, alongside the renewal of the tradition of the 
Seder Tu Bishvat - by Reform rabbis and communities in Israel, among 
others - the festival has also became a symbol of efforts to protect nature 
and the environment. 

 
"There are four New Year days: The first of Nissan is New Year for kings and for 
festivals; the first of Elul is New Year for the cattle-tithe, but according to R. Eliezer and 
R. Simeon, it is on the first of Tishri. The first of Tishri is New Year’s day, for ordinary 
years, and for sabbatical years and jubilees; and also for the planting of trees and herbs. 
On the first day of Shvat is the New Year for trees, according to the school of Shammai; 
but the school of Hillel says it is on the fifteenth of the same month. 

 (Mishna, Rosh Hashanah, 1a) 

 



Why is the night of Seder Tu Bishvat different from all other nights? 

In the sixteenth century, the students of Rabbi Isaac Luria (known in Hebrew by the 
acronym Ha’ari, meaning “the Lion”) in the holy city of Safed introduced a special 
service of prayer and study for the night of Tu Bishvat. The ceremony included eating 
three different kinds of fruit and drinking glasses of white and red wine, symbolizing 
the transition from winter to spring. The fruits were divided into three categories, each 
symbolizing a different sphere of Creation in accordance with the teachings of the 
Kabbalah. Before eating each fruit, the participants recited verses, legends, and 
proverbs mentioning that fruit. The ceremony appeared in printed form in the works 
Hemdat Yamim and Pri Etz Hadar and gradually spread to many Jewish communities 
around the world. 

 

Before the Seder we set a special table laden with trays of 
fresh and dried fruit and bottles of white and red wine. 

 

the first cup is all white wine, symbolizing the full force of winter. We drink this 
cup in honor of those who shaped the festival of Tu Bishvat – sages, rabbis, and 
creative forces down through the generations. 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ ֶפן פְּ  .ַהגָּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. 

 

 
 

 

Lift up a plate of dried fruit and recite: 

These are the dried fruits our ancestors used to eat in exile as they remembered the Land 
of Israel. 

In past years we were slaves; this year we are free people. 

In past years we did not have our own land; this year we are free to live in the Land of Israel. 

In past years we ate dried fruit. 

This year we eat from the fresh fruits of our fine Land. 

 



 

 

 

 

These fruits require strong external protection; they have an inedible outer shell 
and we eat their inner part. As we eat these fruits, let us remember our dear 
ones who need protection and recall the important lesson: “Look not at the 
vessel, but at what it contains” (Pirkei Avot 4:20)  

 

 
 

 

The Almond Tree 
Dushman & Ravina 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We recite the blessing and eat fruit of the world of action: hazelnuts, almonds, 
citrus fruit, pomegranates, pineapple, bananas, etc. 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ  .ֵעץהַַ פְּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri ha’etz. 

 

Nuts: With any other fruit, we can take some of them from 

inside a sack without this effecting the others. But with nuts, if 
you take some in your hand – they all become agitated. And so 
it is with the Jewish people – if you take and imprison one of 
them, all of them immediately become agitated and redeem the 
prisoner.  

(Based on Shir Hashirim Rabba 6) 

Almond: The blossoming of 

the almond tree has become 
the symbol of Tu Bishvat in 
the Land of Israel. 

ֵקִדיָּה  ,ּפֹוַרַחת ַהשְּׁ
ש מֶׁ שֶׁ ז וְּׁ  .זֹוַרַחת ּפָּ
ִרים ל ֵמֹראש ִצּפֳּ  ַגג כָּ

רֹות ַבשְּׁ ת מְּׁ ג ּבֹוא אֶׁ חָּ  הֶׁ
 

ט ּו"ט בָּ נֹות ַחג – ִהִגיעַ  ִּבשְּׁ ִאילָּ  !הָּ
ט ּו"ט בָּ נֹות ַחג – ִהִגיעַ  ִּבשְּׁ ִאילָּ  !הָּ
 

ל ִנַטע ַבע ַהר כָּ גֶׁ  ,וָּ
ן ַעד ִמדָּ ֵאר וְּׁ ַבע-ּבְּׁ  :שֶׁ

צֵ  ַארְּׁ  ִניַרש שּוב נּווְּׁ
ץ רֶׁ ר ֵזית אֶׁ הָּ ַבש ִיצְּׁ  .ּודְּׁ

 
ט ּו"ט בָּ נֹות ַחג – ִהִגיעַ  ִּבשְּׁ ִאילָּ  !הָּ
ט ּו"ט בָּ נֹות ַחג – ִהִגיעַ  ִּבשְּׁ ִאילָּ  !הָּ

 

Hashkediyah porachat 
Veshemesh paz zorachat 
Tziporim merosh kol gag 
Mevasrot et bo hechag 
 
Tu Bishvat higi’a – chag ha’ilanot! 
Tu Bishvat higi’a – chag ha’ilanot! 
  
Nita kol har vageva 
MiDan ve’ad Beer Sheva 
Ve’artzenu shuv nirash – 
Eretz Zeyit Yitzhar udvash 
 
Tu Bishvat higi’a – chag ha’ilanot! 
Tu Bishvat higi’a – chag ha’ilanot! 
 

The almond tree is blooming 
and the golden sun is shining, 
birds atop each roof 
tell of the arrival of the festival. 
 
Tu Bishvat has arrived –  
the festival of trees x 2 
 
We’ll plant every mountain and hill 
From Dan to Beer Sheva 
And our land we will again inherit – 
A land of olive oil and honey. 
 
Tu Bishvat has arrived –  
the festival of trees! x 2 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifPCt2Sw6gA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ifPCt2Sw6gA


 

The second cup contains mainly white wine with a little red wine. The mixture 
symbolizes the first blossoming on the trees. We drink this cup in honor of our 
ancestors, who lived far away from the Land of Israel but never forgot the Land 
and continued to sing its praises and long for it. 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ ֶפן פְּ  .ַהגָּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. 

 

 

During a banquet of fruit from the Land of Israel on Tu Bishvat, the Kotzker Rebbe 
(Kotzk is a town in eastern Poland) asked his student Rabbi Yitzhak Meir to give a 
sermon about the special day. Rabbi Yitzhak Meir launched into a learned discussion 
of a complex issue in the Gemara concerning the new year for trees, raising and 
answering difficult questions. The Kotzker Rebbe commented: “If we were in the Land 
of Israel, all we would need to do is go out into the field and look at the trees in order 
to understand what the new year for trees means, in its simplest way and without any 
need for textual games.” 
 

Fifteen Fruit 
Naomi Shemer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kA1Gl5w3ydI


 

 
 

We eat the outside of these fruits, which have an inedible inner stone or seed. 
As we eat these fruits, let us cherish the force of creativity and renewal that is 
embodied within all Creation and the connection between matter and spirit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

יק ר ַצדִּ מָּ ח ַכתָּ נֹון ְכֶאֶרז יְִּפרָּ ַיְִּשֶגה ַבְלבָּ

Tzadik katamar yifrach ke’erez baLvanon yisgeh 
 

We recite the blessing and eat fruits of the world of creativity: olives, dates, 
apples, pears, apricots, etc. 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,עוֹלָּםהַָּ ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ  .ֵעץהַַ פְּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri ha’etz. 
 

The third cup contains mainly red wine with a little white wine. The mixture 
symbolizes the coming of spring and the anemones and buttercups that speckle 
the fields of Israel in this season. We drink this cup in honor of the pioneers and 
immigrants who made Israel’s fields bloom, planted trees, and built their home 
in the Land. 
 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ ֶפן פְּ  .ַהגָּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. 

 

Date: Why does the Bible say “the righteous shall flourish like a 
date palm, shall grow like a cedar in Lebanon”? (Psalm 92). This 
is to teach us that there are two kinds of righteous people: 
Those who dwell among the common folk, and those who keep 
to themselves. The former, like the date palm, bear fruit – 
nourishment for the land and for those who live on it. The latter 
are like a cedar tree – mighty and tall, but bereft of fruit. 

(Based on a story by Rabbi Dov Ber of Mezeritch, quoted in Martin 
Buber’s Or Haganuz) 

Olive: Just as the leaves of 

the olive tree do not fall off 
either in summer or in winter, 
the Jewish people shall not be 
cast off, either in this world or 
in the world-to-come. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e9LeEMKmZmg


After being forcibly exiled from their land, the people kept faith with it throughout 
their Dispersion and never ceased to pray and hope for their return to it and for the 
restoration in it of their political freedom. Impelled by this historic and traditional 
attachment, Jews strove in every successive generation to re-establish themselves in 
their ancient homeland. In recent decades they returned in their masses. Pioneers, 
clandestine immigrants and defenders, they made deserts bloom, revived the Hebrew 
language, built villages and towns, and created a thriving community controlling its 
own economy and culture. 

(From Israel’s Declaration of Independence)  

 

The Holy Blessed One said to Israel: “Even though you find it full of all manner of good 
things, do not say, ‘We will sit and not plant’, but rather be careful to plant. Just as you 
entered and found it planted by others, so you should also plant for your children” 

(Vayikra Rabba 25) 

 

So the Planters Walk 
Lyrics: Yitzhak Shenhar, melody: Yedidia Admon 

  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

So the planters walk: 
Song in their heart, spade in their hand 
From the city and from the village, 
From the valley, from the mountain 
On Tu Bishvat,  
on Tu Bishvat. 
 
What has brought you planters here?  
We strike the soil and the harvest 
Dig shallows all around 
In the mountain and the plain 
On Tu Bishvat,  
on Tu Bishvat. 
 

Kakh holkhim hashotlim 
ron balev ve’et bayad 
min ha’ir umin hakfar,  
min ha’emek, min hahar 
beTu Bishvat,  
beTu Bishvat. 
 
Lamah batem, hashotlim? 
nach bakarka uvatzor 
vegumot saviv nachpor 
beharim uvamishor 
beTu Bishvat,  
beTu Bishvat. 
 

ְך ִכים כָּ ִלים הֹולְּׁ  :ַהשֹותְּׁ
ֵאת ַּבֵלב ֹרן  ,ַּביָּד וְּׁ
ִעיר ִמן ר ּוִמן הָּ פָּ  ,ַהכְּׁ
ק ִמן ֵעמֶׁ ר ִמן, הָּ הָּ  – הָּ
ט ט ּו"ּבְּׁ בָּ  !ִּבשְּׁ
ט ט ּו"ּבְּׁ בָּ  !ִּבשְּׁ

 
ה ם לָּמָּ אתֶׁ ִלים, ּבָּ  ?ַהשֹותְּׁ

ַקע ַנְך  ,ּוַבֹצר ַּבַקרְּׁ
גּומֹות ִביב וְּׁ ֹּפר סָּ  ַנחְּׁ
ִרים הָּ  – ּוַבִמישֹור ּבֶׁ

ט ט ּו"ּבְּׁ בָּ  !ִּבשְּׁ
ט ט ּו"ּבְּׁ בָּ !ִּבשְּׁ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dUWFRpdnHSM


 
 
 
 
 

These fruits are eaten in their entirety. As we eat them, let us remember that 
everything in our world has purpose and value. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ַודבשַחלבַזבתַארץ

Eretz zavat chalav udvash 
 

 
We recite the blessing and eat fruits of the world of Creation: grapes and 

raisins, fresh and dried figs, carobs, etc. 

 
רּוְך  ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ  .ֵעץהַַ פְּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri ha’etz. 

 

 

Vine: Why is Israel compared to a 

vine? Think of what owners of a 
vine, seeking to improve it, do. They 
pluck it from its place and replant it 
where it flourishes. So, too, when 
the Holy One wished to make Israel 
known throughout the world, what 
did He do? He uprooted them from 
Egypt and brought them into the 
wilderness, and there they began to 
thrive. There they received the 
Torah and their name spread 
throughout the world. 

(Shemot Rabbah 44) 

Fig: Rami Bar Yechezkel once found himself in Bnai 

Brak. He saw goats beneath a very ripe fig tree. 
Honey oozed from the figs, milk dripped from the 
goats and the two combined into one flowing 
stream. He said, “This is what the Bible means 
when it says “A land flowing with milk and honey.” 

(Based on Babylonian Talmud, Ketubot, 111b) 
 

Carob: One day, Honi the Circle Maker was walking on the 
road and saw a man planting a carob tree. Honi asked the 
man, “How long will it take for this tree to bear fruit?” The 
man replied, “Seventy years.” Honi asked him: “Do you 
think you will live another seventy years and eat the fruit of 
this tree?” The man answered, “Perhaps not. However, 
when I was born I found carob trees planted in this world. 
Just as my ancestors planted trees for me, so I am planting 
trees for my children.” 

(Based on Babylonian Talmud, Ta’anit, 23a) 

 (Babylonian Talmud, Menachot 53b) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNPPfz1lKrQ


 

The fourth cup is all red wine. This cup symbolizes the longer and warmer days 
as we move toward spring. As we drink this cup, let us praise the efforts being 
made to protect our world and the rest of Creation from human negligence and 
greed. 

 

רּוְך ה בָּ עוֹלָּם ֶמֶלְך ֱאֹלֵהינּו יי ַאתָּ ִרי בוֵֹרא ,הָּ ֶפן פְּ  .ַהגָּ

Baruch ata Adonai eloheynu melekh ha’olam, borey pri hagafen. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When people cut down the wood 
of the tree which yields fruit, its 
cry goes from one end of the 
world to the other, and the voice 
is inaudible. 

(Pirkei D’Rabbi Elazar 30:4) 

When the Holy Blessed One created the first human, 
He took him and showed him all the trees of the 
Garden of Eden, and said to him: “See my creations, 
how beautiful and praiseworthy they are, and all that 
I have created, I created for you. Be Mindful not to 
ruin and destroy my world, for if you ruin it, there is 
nobody to fix it after you.” 

(Kohelet Rabbah 7:19) 

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai said: Three things are equal in importance, 
namely: earth, man, and rain. Rabbi Levi said: And these three each 
consist of three letters [in Hebrew], to teach that without earth there 
would be no rain and without rain earth could not endure; while without 
either - man could not exist. 

(Based on Bereshit Rabbah 13:3) 

Four talked about the pine tree.  
One defined it by genus, species, and variety.  
One assessed its disadvantages for the lumber industry.  
One quoted poems about pine trees in many languages.  
One took root, stretched out branches, and rustled. 
 

(Israeli poet Dan Pagis) 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Environmental Confession 
 

We have wrapped Your world in fog, smoke, and soot.  

We have wasted the natural reserves we received by way of a deposit.  

We have stolen the vistas of the skies with ugly construction.  

We have decimated the population of wild animals through our negligence.  

We have broken the covenant of balance between human and nature.  

We have abandoned the task of ensuring that our children enjoy a decent environment.  

We have polluted land, air, and water. 

We have perforated the ozone layer that embraces our world.  

We have sullied water sources with our refuse.  

We have created mountains of garbage in our yards and in the desert.  

We have cut down eternal forests for short-term profit.  

We have dirtied natural sites and landscapes, beaches, paths, and peaks.  

We have mortgaged the future of Your world through our apathy and lack of vision.  

We have selfishly exploited the very last gifts of nature.  

We have endangered the world’s existence by nuclear weapons.  

We have uprooted birds from their nesting places and migration routes.  

We have slashed through mountain slopes with quarries.  

We have sorrowed You and Your Creation with our lack of responsibility.  

We have picked wildflowers that have now become extinct.  

We have trampled haughtily over fields and crops.  

We have burned forest trees on the altar of our hatred.  

We have industrialized Your world at the expense of the quality of air and water.  
 

For all these, God of pardon: Pardon us, Forgive us, Atone for us –  

We have exploited Your treasures and we have been found unworthy. 

 

The Environmental Confession, inspired by 
the Confession recited in Yom Kippur, was 
written as a Hebrew acrostic by Israeli 
veteran Reform Rabbis – Rabbi Mordechai 
Rotem and Rabbi Yehoram Mazor 



For the Human is Like a Tree in a Field 
Lyrics: Natan Zach, melody: Shalom Hanoch 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

And When You Shall Come Into the Land  
Lyrics: Natan Zach, melody: Shalom Hanoch 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

ם ִכי ָאדָּ ה ֵעץ הָּ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ
מוֹ  ם כְּׁ ָאדָּ ֵעץ ַגם הָּ  חַ צֹומֵ  הָּ
מוֹ  ֵעץ כְּׁ ם הָּ ָאדָּ ע הָּ דָּ  ִנגְּׁ
 יֹוֵדעַ  ֹלא ַוֲאִני

ִייִתי ֵאיֹפה ֵאיֹפה הָּ יֶׁה וְּׁ הְּׁ  אֶׁ
מוֹ  ה ֵעץ כְּׁ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

 
ם ִכי ָאדָּ ה ֵעץ הָּ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

מוֹ  ֵעץ כְּׁ ה שֹוֵאף הּוא הָּ לָּ ַמעְּׁ  לְּׁ
מוֹ  ם כְּׁ ָאדָּ ף הּוא הָּ רָּ ֵאש ִנשְּׁ  ּבָּ
 יֹוֵדעַ  ֹלא ַוֲאִני

ִייִתי ֵאיֹפה ֵאיֹפה הָּ הְּׁ  וְּׁ  יֶׁהאֶׁ
מוֹ  ה ֵעץ כְּׁ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

 
ִתי ַגם ָאַהבְּׁ ֵנאִתי וְּׁ  שָּ
ִתי ַעמְּׁ ה טָּ ה ִמזֶׁ  ּוִמזֶׁ

רּו בְּׁ ה אֹוִתי קָּ קָּ לְּׁ חֶׁ ל ּבְּׁ ר שֶׁ פָּ  עָּ
ה ִלי ַמר ִלי ּוַמר  ַּבּפֶׁ
מוֹ  ה ֵעץ כְּׁ דֶׁ מוֹ  ,ַהשָּ ה ֵעץ כְּׁ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

 
ם ִכי ָאדָּ ה ֵעץ הָּ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

מוֹ  ֵעץ כְּׁ ֵמא הּוא הָּ ַמִים צָּ  לְּׁ
מוֹ  ָא כְּׁ םהָּ ָאר הּוא דָּ ֵמא ִנשְּׁ  צָּ
 יֹוֵדעַ  ֹלא ַוֲאִני

ִייִתי ֵאיֹפה ֵאיֹפה הָּ יֶׁה וְּׁ הְּׁ  אֶׁ
מוֹ  ה ֵעץ כְּׁ דֶׁ  ַהשָּ

ֹבאּו ִכי ל תָּ ץ אֶׁ ָארֶׁ הָּ  
ם תֶׁ ַטעְּׁ ל ּונְּׁ ה ֵעץ כָּ ִחלָּ תְּׁ  

נַָּתן ֵעץ וְּׁ יוֹ  הָּ ִּפרְּׁ  
ץ ָארֶׁ הָּ ּה וְּׁ בּולָּ יְּׁ  

 
נֹות ֹטעַ ִלנְּׁ  ֵעת ִאילָּ , 

... ֹטעַ  ֵעת נֹות ִלנְּׁ ִלבְּׁ וְּׁ  
 

ם תֶׁ נוֹ  ַתַחת ִאיש ִויַשבְּׁ ַגפְּׁ  
ַתַחת ֵאנָּתוֹ  וְּׁ תְּׁ  

ם ִייתֶׁ ֵעץ ִוהְּׁ תּול כְּׁ שָּ  
ֵגי-ַעל ִים-ַּפלְּׁ מָּ  

 
ֹטעַ  ֵעת נֹות ִלנְּׁ ...ִאילָּ  

 
ם ִניתֶׁ בֹות ּובְּׁ רְּׁ ם חָּ עֹולָּ  
מֹות מּו ֹשמְּׁ קֹומְּׁ תְּׁ  
ם ִייתֶׁ ם-ַעל ִוחְּׁ כֶׁ ַמתְּׁ ַאדְּׁ  

ַטח בֶׁ עֹולָּםּו לָּ לְּׁ  
 

ֹטעַ  ֵעת נֹות ִלנְּׁ ...ִאילָּ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=p0V-M7h6DGE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cUa_NAuAAqs

