
C ity/region: A reform congregation 
in Rosh Ha'Ayin is not something 

to be taken for granted. Rosh Ha'Ayin 
was established in the 1950's, following 
a wave of Aliya from Yemen, and for 
its first few decades was populated 
by a traditional Yemenite community. 
Around 30 years ago, the city started 
expanding  dramatically, and has 
become a central city with a diverse 
Israeli population.Today, 13 years after 
the establishment of Bavat Ayin, the 
reform congregation of Rosh Ha'Ayin 
has become an integral part of the 
variety of colors and voices which the 
city offers its residents.

S pecial activities in my community:  
"Oman & Emunah" (artist and 

faith) is a project that we started in our 
congregation, almost from the day we 
were established. In this program we 
invite Israeli artist of various disciplines 
who share with us the Jewish origin of 
their artwork. These meetings stimulate 
fascinating conversations about the 
deep connection – which is rarely 
discussed - between Israeli art and its 
Jewish roots.  

A formative event in my history:  
While studying in the United 

States I went through a process of 
connecting to my Jewish roots. During 
my stay in the US I rediscovered the 
world of T'filah, Jewish studies and 
community.Ten years later, when we 

returned to Israel and were about to 
celebrate our firstborn's Bar Mitzvah, 
I understood that there was no way 
back – after spending almost ten years 
in egalitarian services, I could not 
imagine myself throwing candies from 
the women's section of the synagogue 
while my son would be reading from 
the Torah in the men's section. We 
looked for an egalitarian congregation 
who would hold the Bar Mitzvah, and 
following the ceremony I decided to 
take the journey into the rabbinic 
world, in order to help more Israelis 
like myself experience meaningful and 
open life-cycle events.

U nusual experience in the Diaspora: 
The connections between Israel 

and the Diaspora is a part of my family 
heritage: my parents are descendants 
of the Jewish community of Babylon, 
and came to Israel from Iraq in 1951. 
Before I started my rabbinical training, 
I worked at The Babylonian Jewry 
Heritage Center, where I learned about 
the importance of the bonds between 

the ancient land of Israel and the 
Jewish community of Babylon. These 
bonds were crucial to the vitality 
of both communities and a source 
of inspiration and renewal for one 
another.This is the lesson I also learned 
in the United States: it was there that 
I rediscovered my Jewish heritage, 
which my parents – being enthusiastic 
Zionists - gave up much too easily 
when arriving in Israel.

A gift I would you like to give to my 
peers around the world: One of 

the most meaningful activities we have 
in our congregation is hosting groups 
coming from abroad. We see great 
importance in the opportunity to serve 
as these groups' "friendly Israeli face", 
and welcome them to our services and 
to our members' homes. Each time I am 
overwhelmed by the blessing and joy 
that these encounters bring, both to 
the hosts and to our guests. Our door 
is always open and I invite you to join 
us at Bavat Ayin during your next visit 
in Israel.  
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