
C ity/region: Kehillat Kodesh 
Vechol is situated in Holon, a 

city to the southeast of Tel Aviv 
that borders on Jaffa. We launched 
a Reform community in Holon six 
years ago, and a year later we added 
a pluralistic Jewish public education 
track called “Hebrew Culture.” Holon 
is the quintessential Israeli city 
and includes examples of almost 
everything that is beautiful and 
challenging about Israeli society. To 
paraphrase the song, “If the Reform 
movement can make it here, it can 
make it anywhere [in Israel].”  
Holon’s population includes a large 
proportion of young families and the 
city has a strong sense of civic pride. 
Children and young adults who grew up 
here tend to come back to raise their 
own children after they get married. 
On the soft sands of Israel’s coastal 
plain, there are surely some families 
now with very strong roots in the city.

S pecial activities in my 
community: I believe that a 

community exists to realize common 
dreams. Accordingly, we offer a very 
wide range of activities: The “Bira 
Amikta” program, where participants 
study Talmud over a glass of beer; 
the "Hebrew Culture Salon", where 
community members discuss aspects 

of their own lives that relate to 
contemporary Israeli culture; "Hebrew 
Culture Shabbat" tours led by our own 
members that visit various parts of 
Israel (including community camping 
trips twice a year); a “food train” 
program where community members 
prepare food for mothers who have 
just given birth and their families; 
and, of course, festival and Shabbat 
celebrations, lifecycle ceremonies, and 
Tikkun Olam. I am very excited about 
one of our new activities: "Boutique 
Gurion", a community second-hand 
store that will also function as a 
charity when necessary and will 
encourage alternative consumerism in 
the spirit of God’s command in Eden: 
“to work it and to preserve it.”

U nusual experience in the 
Diaspora: When I was 16, I 

took part in a meeting of young 

Americans and Israelis while on 
summer camp in Israel. On Friday 
evening I stood next to my new 
friend Josh. He showed me how 
to pray the evening service and 
I explained to him what he was 
saying in the prayers. In a way, this 
is a symbol of our complementary 
relationships with our splendid 
heritage, and underscores that we 
need each other in order to renew 
liberal and meaningful Jewish life in 
today’s world.

A  gift I would you like to give 
to my peers overseas: I’d like 

to give our partners in the Diaspora 
the same gift they give us here in 
the Reform movement in Israel: the 
profound understanding that we are 
partners in a mission, our fates bound 
together, and that we will support 
each other even during stormy times.
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