
C ity/region: The city of Shoham 
is a small town half an hour away 

from Tel Aviv, home to some 20,000 
residents - about 70% secular and 30% 
Zionist-Orthodox. The residents of 
Shoham come from different origins 
and from diverse Jewish backgrounds 
and many are eager for the Jewish 
alternative offered by our community. 

S pecial activities in my 
community: We began our 

community activities just four 
years ago with five people holding a 
Kabbalat Shabbat, and today we are a 
growing community, with 180 people 
attending High Holiday services this 
year. Among holiday celebrations 
and Bar/Bat Mitzvahs we hold 
many social and cultural activities 
including: adopting Lone Soldiers; 
donating clothes to Syrian refugees; 
holding screenings and discussions 
of films dealing with social issues, in 
cooperation with the local cinema; 
and gathering a group of Jewish and 
Arab women from Shoham and the 
neighboring town of Lod together to 
get to know one another and promote 
tolerance and coexistence. In addition, 
as part of our relations with the 
Diaspora, we have a connection with 
Temple Israel in Memphis, with which 
we hold periodic Skype meetings and 
have planned a youth delegation visit 
to Memphis this coming summer.   

A formative event in my history:   
I think that the main factor shaping 

my life is my family - I am the seventh 
daughter of a traditional Jerusalem family 
that today includes all spectrums of 
Judaism - three of my siblings became 
orthodox, two are Reform, one is secular 
and one is traditional.  
Another formative event was joining 
the Israel Reform Movement after 
participating in its youth movement’s 
summer camp at the age of 13. After ten 
days at the camp, I felt that I had found 
my home. I found depth, values, religious 
ritualism and a spiritual path, leading me 
to later on become the director of the 
youth movement.

 D reams for personal and 
professional future: I hope that 

the community in Shoham will continue to 
grow and develop, but the most important 
dream for us as a community is to have 
a home! Right now our congregation is 
quite literally managed from the back of 
my car.

U nusual experience in the 
Diaspora: In recent years, I have 

been deeply involved with two large 
Reform congregations in the Diaspora, 
which have left a tremendous impression 
on me - Temple Israel in Memphis, 
Kehillat Shoham’s DOMIM-aLike project 
partner, and Anshe Emeth Memorial 
Temple in New Jersey, which I visited 
as part of my rabbinical training. It has 
been very inspiring to see how entire 
generations grow up calling these 
congregations home! In my visits to the 
congregations, I was exposed to the 
reality of being a religious minority as 
opposed to the situation in the State 
of Israel, and to the importance of the 
everyday choice of your Jewish and 
religious identity. 

A   gift I would like to give to my 
peers around the world: I would 

like to grant my colleagues the power to 
preserve and to change at the same time, 
and the strength to love and care for 
Israel, even when it is not simple.

Community Position: Founding Rabbi of 
Kehillat Shoham since 2013, and Rabbi of the 

Modi’in Regional Council.
Born: Jerusalem

Ordination: HUC Jerusalem, 2017
Email: shoham.reform@gmail.com
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